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Aht. VI. — O/iciihiy of the Topes or liuildhixt Monuments of Cen- 
tral India. By Major A. Cunningham, Bengal Engineers. 

[Read July 5th, 1851.] 

Amoncst tlio many interesting monuments of India, (lie most re- 
markable, as well us (lie most tincicnt, are the cave-temples ami topes 
of the Buddhists. The former have heen made known by the picto- 
rial illustration" of Koigussou ; hut. the curioii.s paintings which adorn 
the interior must he copied, and the numerous inscriptions must bo 
deciphered, before (he world will appreciate the full value of these 
works as illustrations of the religions belief ami evcry-day life of the 
Indians of Alexander's time. Of the topes, none have yet. been 
described, excepting the largest of the Srinchi group, near Bhilsa. 
An accurate plan and section of this building, with a short account of 
the various mibjeels represented in Iho sculptured bas-reliefs of tho 
gateways, was published by my brother, Captain J, 1). Cunningham, 
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. On bis solicitation 
and earnest representation of tho great value of these bas-reliefs, tho 
Court of Directors were induced to employ Lieutenant Maisey to 
make drawings of (he building and of its sculptured gateways. In 
January last, 1 joined Lieutenant Maisey at Siinchi, and I am there- 
fore able lo speak positively of tho value of his drawings, which 
cannot be surpassed for strict fidelity of outline and minute accuracy 
of detail. The groups of topes around Ithilsa will now bo illustrated 
in a manner worthy of their value and importance. 

The large (ope at Siinchi bail been breached on tho southern side 
by Sir Herbert Mnddock about thirty years ago, but the centre of (ho 
building bad not been reached. The second sized tope bad also been 
breached; but, although the centre of the building must, have been 
laid open, no relics were obtained, an I these clumsy excavations were 
fortunately abandoned. Lieutenant, JMaisey and myself determined to 
proceed in a different manner, by sinking perpendicular shafts down 
the middle of each (ope, so as not to injure the external appearance of 
tho building. In this way wo opened nearly thirty topes, of which 
about ten yielded relies of different kinds, although most of them had 
certainly been opened before by the villagers. 

There are live distinct groups of (opes near Bhilsa, all situated on 
low sandstone hills, more or less inaccessible. 
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Ut.—Stinchi, 51 miles to tlio S.W. of Bhilsa; 

2ml. — Sonciri, fi miles to tin; S.W. of Sunchi ; 

;)r«l. — SiUilhiirn, (>} miles to tlio W. of Siinclii ; 

4 tli. - Hhnjpur, 7 miles to tlio E.S.E. from Siinclii, ami (i miles 
S.S.E. from Bhilsa; 

5th. — Aiullter, 4 miles to the E.S.E. from Bhojpiir, ami !t miles 
S.E. from Bhilsa: tlio extreme distance from west to east, from Sat- 
dliiira to Amlhcr, hcing 17 miles. 

A lt>]>e is a solid hemispherical building, varying in size from (he 
great Siinclii chaitya, which is 10<> feet in diameter, to the smallest at 
Bhojpur, which is only G feet in diameter. The most ancient topes 
were simple hemispheres, such as the great Siinclii ehttilyn, which 
most probably dates as high as the middle of the sixth century 11.1'. 
The next in point of uuti<|uity are most of the Bhilsa tope--, which 
dato from the end of the third century ii.c. In these the hemisphere 
is raised a few feet above the plinth by the addition of a cylindrical 
portion. The third class of topes is found in Afghanistan, ami dales 
about the commencement of the Christian era. in these the hemis- 
phere is raised considerably above the plinth. Tin- la 4 class, of which 
the Ssirmitli tope, near Benares, is a magnificent specimen, has the 
hemisphere raised to an height equal to its own diameter. 

A tope is a religious edifice dedicated emphatically to Buddha, 
that is, either to the celestial Adi-liuddlui, the great first cause of all 
things, or to one of his emanations, the Mdnuxlti, or mortal lluddhas, 
of whom the most celebrated is Sdkya Muni, who died in B.C. M.'J. 
Topes were also dedicated to the most illustrious of Siihya's disciples, 
and to those other Buddha priests, who, through .superior sanctity, 
were believed to have attained complete absorption into the divine 
Bclf-existent spirit from which they originally sprang. 

In the lopes dedicated to the celestial Buddha, the invisible Being 
who pervaded all space, no deposit was made, but the divine spirit., 
who is Lit/lit ', was supposed to occupy the interior, ami was (vpilicd 
on the outside by a pair of eyes placed on each of the four sides, 
cither of the base or crown of tho building. .Such is the Great 
Chaitya, near Kathmandii, in Nipiil, dedicated to SamUiu or ,S'«'«- 
yamhhuniith, in which tho eyes are placed on (besides of the crown of 
the building. Such also are the numerous c'tlnulleiis (m-C/ihutl r-Ttn) 
in Tibet, which arc dedicated to the celestial Buddha, in contradis- 
tinction to the Dung-tens [t/lhinij r-Ten], which arc built in honour 
o tho mortal lluddhas. The first means simply "an ollbring" to tho 
Deity, the latter, as its name implies, is a "bone [<j-1)uiuj\ recep- 
tacle," that is, a building containing the bones or relics of one of 
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tho mortal Kuddhas. In thoso the eyes occupy (.lie sides of the base- 
ment. A specimen of the first kind is represented iu the third com- 
partment of the inner face of the left hand pillar of tho eastern gate- 
way at Saiiehi, in which the two eyes aro placed one above tho 
other. 

Tho great topes at Sdneki and at Satdhdra, in which no deposits 
wore discovered, were, I believe, dedicated to the celestial Duddha, 
AiUiidth, as well as most of the topos in Afghanistan, in which no 
relics were found. 

The remaining topes around Hhilsa would appear to havo been 
clui-lly the receptacles of relics, cither of Siikya Muni himself, or of 
some of his more eminent disciples and followers. Of Siikya Muni 
we have no undoubted relic; but I fully bclicvo that a minute portion 
of bone, which wo found enshrined in a small crystal topo covered by 
an earthenware box containing various stone beads and scraps of gold, 
is that of the great sago himself. The earthen ware box once had an 
ink inscription on the outside of its lid, but as the pot had been first 
thickly whitewashed, tho thin coating had mostly peeled oil* heforo 
our discovery, and wo were quite unable to identify a singlo letter out 
of the live or six fragments that remained. 

Of Sariputra and Mahd Mogaldna, tho right and left hand dis- 
ciples of Sdh-ytt, wo found bono relics both at Siinchi and at Satdhnra, 
and at both places the relics were found together in tho same tope. 
At Siinchi the relic boxes (of steatite) wcro placed in square stono 
boxes, on the lids of which were inscribed respectively /{j Tl/A/l; 
Simi'ijr.isA, "[relic] of Sariputra," and \j OVAl/JL/U Maiia 
Mori vi,\nasa, "[relic] of Miihii Mogalana." The box of Sariputra 
was placed to the right or south {Dulsliina), he being the right hand 
disciple. Inside tho lids of tho steatite boxes were inscribed in ink 
^j and y or Sd and Ma, being tho initial letters of tho two names. 
This is perhaps tho oldest ink-writing in existence 

The next most valuablo relics are thoso of Mogaliputra, tho hi "It 
priest of the Muddhist religion, who conducted the proceedings of tho 
third convocation or religious synod, which was hold in 247 u.c. 
H'h relics wore found both at Sinchi and at Auditor. At Siinchi 
they were found along with thoso of eight others. The Siinchi inscrip- 
tion is short, being simply Aj \j VAjAj\fA\f\^AAj Sai'itiusasa 
MoriAuruTASA, " [relic] of tho emancipated Mooami'Utua." Tho 
Andher inscription is longer, A, ^ ^/^/^VA^/ 4 | I ;A^ KXlfA 
M A 6/C X Sai-ukisasa MooALiniTASA Goti ihita Atkvasino :— 
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" [relic] of tho emancipated Mogamputha, of tlio family of Goti, race 
of Athi." 1 havo ventured to tuko Atevdsino as tlic equivalent of 
Atrivansi/a, becauso I find it coupled with 1'ihuliikula in one of the 
inscriptions from No. 2 tope, which will lie mentioned hereafter. Tho 
chief objection, if not the only one, to this reading, is the .statement of 
tho Mahawanso that Mitggcdi, tho father of Tisso (or Mogaliputra), 
was a Brahman. Sapurisam I take to bo the equivalent of ijapu- 
rushnsi/a, "joined with tho Supremo Being," or " emancipated." 

Tho relics next in importance aro tho.se of the uusnUmnriix who 
were despatched to various countries for the propagation of the Bud- 
dhist religion immediately after tho close of the Third Convocation in 
n.c. 247. Of theso groat mon wo have the relics of two who aro 
mentioned in tho Mahawanso (pp. 71, 74), as having been deputed to 
the llimavuiita country, or Uimdlayan region. These are Mnjhimn 
and Kdsapa. The relics of the first wore found only at Sunelii, with 
a simple inscription ; "[relic] of the emancipated Al a-iiiima." Those 
of Kasapa were found both at Sam hi and at Soiniri, each inscription 
distinctly mentioning tho mission to tho Ilimavanta country. Tho 
Sanchi inscription is 

Sapurisasa Kasapa Gotasa Sava-Hkmavataiiiawyasa. 
"[relic] of tho emancipated Kasapa Gota, tho Missionary to tho 
whole Himavata." Tho Soiniri inscription merely adds the name of 
his father, Koti-putata, tho son of Koti ; the rest of tho legend being 
exactly the same. 

Another eminent missionary of the same period was Goti-piitka. 
Ho is not mentioned in the Mahawanso ; but the inscription on a 
small piece of steatite, from Soiniri, enclosed in a crystal box with his 
relics, leaves no doubt upon the subject. It is as follows : — 

/bOrVU 7tX\*AA* VHAA/b WnObl f^vCr^ 

iSapiihisasa Goti-piitasa Humavatasa Dadaiiiiisaua IKyakasa. 
"[relic] of Goti-putua, tho brotlter-of-religion, to Lfunliibhiadra of tho 
Himavata." 

The meaning of diii/ddrt (literally, son, offspring, relative) is best 
illustrated by tho following anecdote from the Mahawanso, p. ,'{(!. 
When Asoka had dedicated his sou Maliindo and his daughter San- 
ghamitta to tho priesthood, lie enquired from the great priest, Mogali- 
putra, "whoso act of pious bounty to the Buddhist religion had been 
the greatest V Tho ciiifty priest, " foreseeing tliat it would teud to 
tho advaucemont of the faith," replied: "Huler of men! a greater 
donor and benefactor to the faith ©von titan thou art, can be called 
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only a benefactor ; but ho who causes a eon or daughter to be 
ordained a minister of our religion, that person will becomo not a 
' benefactor ' (driyalo) but a ' relation ' (ddyddo) of the faith." Goti- 
r-UTRA had thcreforo earned the same title of ddydda by the ordina- 
tion of a son or daughter as a minister of tho Buddhist religion. But 
the most interesting part of this inscription is the mention of the 
country of Darddbhixdra as tho scene of Gotiputua's missionary 
labours. These countries lie along tho Indus, the former (Dardtt of 
the present day), being to the west, and tho latter, Abhitnra, (the 
Haznra, of our maps), being to tho east of tho river. Gotitotra's 
relics were also discovered at Siinchi. 

The other holy men of whom wo have found relics, but of whom 
no mention is made in the Maluiwanso, are the following: — 1. Kosnli- 
jmlra (Siinchi and Sonriri). 2. Jfariti-pntra (Siinchi and Andher). 
!). Malta Yimii/a (Siinchi). 4. Dfojhima, tho son of Koi'lini (Siinchi 
nn<I Soniiri). This Majliima must bo different from tho other, becauso 
the relies of Majliima, as well as those of KoUini-pvtra, were found 
together in tho same tope at Snuchi. 5. Vd<-?>hi- Snvijayata (Siinchi 
and Andher) 6. Vdchfii, rare of Goti (Andher). 7. Aldbagira 
(Sonnri). 8. Ujmhitata (Bliojprtr). .9. Palito (Bhojpnr). 

Those discoveries appear to mo to be of tho greatest importance 
for the illustration of the early history of India, ns they authenticate 
in the fullest manner the narrative of the most interesting portions of 
Asoka's reign. The various specimens of red and black pottery, 
especially those which arc covered with a dark metallic glaze, seem to 
merit examination on their own account, while they are curious on 
account of their antiquity. Tho steatite vases and boxes are elegant 
in shape, hut their ornaments arc rough and coarse. The crystal 
boxes arc also interesting, especially one of nearly cylindrical shape, 
which is about one inch and a half in height, and rather more in 
breadth, while it, is less than one-eighth of an inch in thickness. 

An ink inscription, found at Andher, is worthy of special notice, 
as it records that the relics of IlAliiTl-ruTKA were the "gift" of 
Asw,v 1)i:va (A sa-Drvatit dunam). This legend is written inside the 
lid of the steatite vase. 

In my account of Mogaliputra's relics, I mentioned that the term 
Atfvnsiiw was found coupled with Patlaya in ono of the inscriptions 
of No. 2 tope at Si'mchi. It is as follows : — 

i£n±rbiT T '<j>:r br^dsAj msAx p± 

Tati-iianasa L! ii km ii uno Paiiayasa Ati-.varino-i>akam. 
" Gift of 1'rntivaiua, the Mendicant Priest, a Pdvdava of the raco 

of Atru" 
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Tko inscriptions, which aro found upon tlio rails, pillars, and 
coping-stones of tlio colonnaded enclosures at Suiichi, atnoiiut to about 
two hundred and forty. Some of them aro of course of hut littlo 
value ; but tlio whole, taken together, aro of considerable importance, 
as they record the names of cities and of races, and exhibit the 
language and alphabet of India at the time of Alexander and his 
successors. Every lotter of tlio alphabet which James l'riuscp found 
iu the louger inscriptions, I havo found in these short ones. Lastly, 
they prove most unmistakcably the predominance of the Buddhist 
religion by the use of names and terms peculiar to that belief; and 
they establish the early existence of the Buddhist triad of Buddha, 
Dhai-nut, and Sungha by the frequent occurrence of such names us 

Budha lVilita IMiama Ptilita . Saugha l'alita 

Budha llakhita Dhuma Hakhita 'Saugha ltakhita 

A fow of these inscriptions arc partly obliterated ; but I havo 
copied and translated the whole, as I consider that every word of the 
language will lessen tlio difficulties of translating the longer inscrip- 
tions. A few specimens may bo interesting : — 

No. 00 of my list. Vpedadatasaddnam. 
"Gift of UpcudradatU." 

No. G2. Ujeniya Upedadatasa pajavataya Mtiyddataya ddnam. 
"Gift of MAyAdatta, the mother of Upendkadatta, of Ujaiu. ' 

No. 63. Ujeniya Upedadatasa Bhaginiya Himddataya ddnam. 
" Gift of Hiuuidatta, the sister of Upeudradulta, of Ujaiu." 

I cannot now attempt any description of the numerous bas-reliefs 
further than to state generally that they exhibit the adoration of 
topes, of bo-trees, and of wheels, processions escorting relic boxes, 
apparently after a successful campaign for their acquisition ; ascetic 
life in tlio woods, where both the Sriimaiias and Sramansis (St/wot and 
2f/ii><n) aro represented in various acts of meditative abstraction, &c. 
Those arc the Gymnosophists of the Greeks ; for 1 believe that (ho 
term Buddha (the "wise") was literally translated by the Greeks, 
and that Sophists, Philosophers, and Gymnosopkkls, all equally mean 
"Buddhist Priests." 

The most remarkable object of adoration is a peculiar emblem 
which is found upon most of tlio old Hindoo coins, and upon all the 

VOL. XIII. I 
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coins of tlio Indo-Scythian Kadphiscs. This emblem is 
It surmounted oacli pillar of tlio Sanchi gateways; it forms J^JkJL 
the top of every standard and banner in tlio processions ; it \2J 
is carved upon tlio sword-scabbards ; and, lastly, it is an object of 
worship singly and also as a triad, -where three of these 3WC11I3XC 
emblems arc represented on an altar, side by side, thus XXX 
After much consideration I have como to tho con- — a .. ra - ca — 
elusion that this holy emblem is nothing tnoro than tho monogram, 
formed of the radical letters (vija mantra) of tho names of tho four 
elements, which fonii'"MATTEn," joined to that of manasd or "mind:"' 
thus \}y ya, air; | ra, fire; <J> va, water; J la, earth. Theso aro 
the names of the four material and visible elements ; and these four 
letters when combined together form the above monogram ; in which 
also is \$ ma, tho radical or initial letter of manasa, or mind. Tho 
fifth invisible element of "infinite space" could not of course bo repre- 
sented. 

The three monograms arranged together, I tako to represent tho 
Buddhist Triad, or Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha. Buddha, or 
Supreme Intelligence, represents the Mind and the five semes; 
Dharma, or Matter, represents the Body and the five objects of seme; 
and Sdngha, or Union, represents tho junction of mind and matter, or 
of soul and body in tho human being. Singly, therefore, the mono- 
gram represents the Triad of Buddha and Dharma united in Sangha, 
whilo the triplo monogram represents each member of tho Triad 
separately. 

This explanation is fully borne out by the proof which I havo 
before given of the early existenco of the Buddhist Triad, as evi- 
denced in (he frequent occurrence of the names of Buddha, Dharma, 
and Sangha in the inscriptions. Its simplicity is also in its favour. 

But tho most curious fact connected with this triplo monogram, is 
the certainty that the three famous figures now worshipped at Jagan- 
nntlt ii ro identically the sanio, as a single glanco at any sketch of 
those figures will show. There is a wheel also on the summit of tho 
Jagaiinatli temple. 

Both Lieutenant Maisey and myself agreo in identifying Sanchi 
with tho Chctiyagiri of the Mahawanso. 

A. CtJNNINOHAM, 

Gwalior, 2G March, 1851. Major, Bengal Engineers. 



